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But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs
to God and does not come from us.

2 Corinthians 4:7
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Ken will be commissioned into the Ministry of Pastor at the Gold Coast University Hospital
Chapel on Thursday, August 10, at 10:00 am.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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Burleigh Village Uniting Church, previously Burleigh Heads Uniting
Church, is turning 100!

We'd love for you to join us at the Dinner (1920s theme) at 5pm on 12th
August, or for our celebrations including a worship service, 9.45am on
Sunday 13th August, with lunch and a time capsule opening.

For more information or to RSVP to either events please email
hello@yourvillage.church
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ITEMS FOR MINISTRY AGENTS

HEALTHY MINISTRY BREAKFASTS
FOR MINISTRY AGENTS

Gold Coast: First Thursday of the month, 7:30 am
NewLife Cafe, Robina.

Brisbane: Second Thursday of the month, 7:30 am
Cafe 63, Cinderella Drive, Springwood.

Act2 report is now available
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In the second half of 2023, all parts of the Church - congregations, church councils,
agencies, schools, presbyteries, synods, colleges, conferences and networks - will be
invited to consider specific ideas emerging from the Act2 consultation process.
 
Proposals then will be sharpened and considered by the Assembly Standing Committee

early 2024 before coming to the 17th Assembly meeting in July 2024.
 
Meanwhile, the Act2 team has issued its major report on what it has heard from its
extensive consultations and conversations across the church. It's available here.
 
See the Act2 website for more information, how to participate and who is involved.

COME TO THESE KEY NATIONAL CHURCH EVENTS
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OTHER NOTICES
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR 2023

Presbytery meetings
All 9:00-1:00, Beenleigh Region UC 

Saturday, August 12
Saturday, November 11

UCA President's conference (Redcliffe)
Wednesday - Sunday, July 26-30

(July 26-28 is for ministry agents, 28-30 is for the whole church)
See item above

National Lay Preachers Conference 
Friday - Monday, August 4-6

Details here

37th Synod in session
Friday-Tuesday, 20-24 October 2023

Watch this space for details

Click here for the national UCA calendar of events and commemorations
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FROM THE PRESBYTERY MINISTER

Act2 report gives plenty to think – and pray – about
 
The Assembly’s national conversation about UCA renewal has been given substantial
focus and momentum through the project team’s release of their first report last month,
“Act2: In response to God’s call”.
 
The full report is available here and is highly recommended reading for anyone interested
in understanding the UCA’s current situation and its challenges.
 
The report collates the feedback received from across the church – individuals,
Congregations, Church Councils, Presbyteries and Synods – through direct submissions,
focus groups, in-person consultations, online thematic discussions, ‘town hall’ gatherings,
and meetings with church leaders and representatives.
 
One statistical ‘finding’ is that the UCA comprises approximately 1672 local communities
with a typical weekly attendance of 28 people and an average age of 68. Behind these
figures would be stories of church communities that are dying and some that are emerging;
some that are inward-looking and some that remain open in the face of wider community
decline.
 
Here are some of the positives about the UCA that were frequently mentioned in the
discussions so far:
 

Worship and pastoral care remain at the heart of local communities of faith. People
believe their communities provide a strong sense of belonging and are inclusive.
Communities of faith are also committed to connecting with their local community.
Discipleship is both a source of life and a place for further work. There is a deep
heart to be a Church that is more able to invite people into life-giving communities of
faith and grow them in the way of Jesus.
There is an appetite for church planting, fresh expressions and experimentation.
Beyond some notable exceptions, this has tended to be relatively small
communities.
There is deep love for the Uniting Church and what it represents. The Basis of Union
continues to have value as a foundational document for our life.
Our commitments to the Covenant, being a multicultural church and seeking justice
are also foundational. There is ongoing pride in the Uniting Church’s extensive
network of community services.
People also appreciate that the Uniting Church is an inclusive church, that despite
its differences it does seek to hold together a very broad range of beliefs and
practices.
People appreciate the principles that shape how we make decisions - in community
with all people, lay and ordained, regardless of gender, gathering to seek
consensus.
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Among the common laments or frustrations are:
 

Local communities of faith expression frustration and confusion at times about the
support they receive from the wider Church.
Local communities see that their primary contributions to the wider Church are
financial giving and appointing people to councils and committees.
Some lament the decisions of the National Assembly meetings and the impact that
has had on local communities of faith.
There is a widespread view that the UCA’s system of governance is no longer
working as designed.
The reliance on a high number of participants in unpaid roles (office bearers, council
members, board members, committee members) is no longer viable.
The assumption of a high level of collaboration between councils is leading to
confusion of responsibilities, inefficiency and slow decision making.
The intersection of concepts such as oversight, corporate governance, conciliar
decision making, and individual decision making are causing widespread frustration.
There is a mismatch between the scope of council responsibilities and the
resourcing available.
Property is now both a significant source of revenue and a burden to maintain for
most communities. As an asset rich, cash poor Church, there is significant contest
about the merits of property sales and the distribution of sales proceeds. There are
significant pastoral, theological and ethical issues at stake in our use of our property
resources.

 
These are just bare points, and the whole report is well worth reflection and discussion.
This material will be reflected in the work of Presbytery and Synod meetings over the
coming months, and every Church Council and Congregation should consider how this
report might trigger fruitful conversations for their people.
 
There are uncomfortable truths and contestable views. As its authors say, “Not everything
in this report is easy reading.” But renewal begins with a grounded, realistic sense of who
we are and of who God is, and a surrender to God’s work of healing and transformation, of
breaking down and building up, of pruning and planting.
 
The Act2 team offers their report “in a spirit of deep love for our Church, hope for our
future, and faith that, in his own strange way, Christ constitutes, rules and renews his
Church.” Let’s make this our prayer, and commit that we will not refuse God’s invitation to
discover afresh the divine purpose and plan for the UCA as a movement for renewal in the
church and the world.

Rev. David Busch
0438 646 559
PresMin@southmoreton.org.au

Keeping in touch with the wider UCA
Stay in touch with the Uniting Church through subscribing to these free weekly
emails, open to everyone:

Uniting News (Qld Synod): click here
UCA Assembly Update (National): click here

And you can visit these public Facebook pages:
South Moreton Presbytery
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Qld Synod
UCA Assembly

Please forward this Presbytery newsletter to anyone who might be interested,
and encourage them to subscribe by emailing office@southmoreton.org.au.

MEETINGS SCHEDULE
 

Presbytery committee meeting schedule, 2023

PRC meets the 1st Tuesday of each month except January. Next meeting: August 1.

Property Cttee meets the 3rd Tuesday of each month. Next meeting: July 18.
Standing Cttee meets the last Wednesday of each month except December. Next
meeting July 25. 

Please send items for these meetings to the Presbytery office no later than midday 3
business days before the meeting.
 
Synod Placements Committee:

Meets the Thursday after the 3rd Wednesday of each month. Next meeting: July 20.
 
PRESBYTERY CONTACT LIST

COVID CONTACTS
 

Qld Health coronavirus page, updates
 

Synod COVID page
 

Do you have questions about Covid, public health directions and your church?
Email the Synod here or contact Peter Rose, 0419 527 985.

 
Do you have questions about the Synod’s vaccination policy and requirements?

Email the Synod here.

OUR DUTY OF CARE CONTINUES
While broadscale public health constraints largely are being lifted, our Congregations
need to continue to exercise a duty of care to safeguard those who participate who

volunteer with us. Please ensure you continue to apply appropriate measures to
keep your people safe and to minimise risks. Contact the Synod Covid officer as

above, or participate in the Wednesday briefings for Covid advisors.
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NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS
 
If you would like to promote an event in your congregation, please email your text or poster
to office@southmoreton.org.au
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