Welcome to
MESSY CHURCH at HOME
May/June 2020

________________
Uniting Church

Hello!
Well already it’s May! Some people are back at school and work and others are still in lockdown. We continue
to talk about ‘strange’ and ‘unusual’ times, and yet now we seem to be getting used to doing things this way. I
have a friend whose baby was born in late January who posted a picture with the words “one day I’ll go outside”.
The other thing this time has shown us is the importance of friends. Visiting with friends, seeing and playing with
friends, doing sleepovers, and play-dates, visiting the grandee’s, all seemed to have happened in a different
lifetime. Zooming and phoning don’t seen the same. So what do friends mean to you?
The theme of this Messy Church at Home is “Best Friend” where we will look at how God’s Holy Spirit is given to
us to be like a best friend. The end of this month is an important time in the church year called Pentecost. It is a
time when the church received the Holy Spirit to be our special friend. Pentecost is also referred to as the
birthday of the church, because it was when the followers of Jesus were empowered by the Holy Spirit to go out
and spread the good news about Jesus. Another reason to celebrate with friends.
We hope you enjoy this Messy Church at Home. We would love to see photos of your activities.
God Bless
Messy Church Team

Getting ready for church at home: have family members gather some symbols of
friendship to make a worship/church focus. These could be things like pictures, a
special gift a friend has given, friend emoji, a drawing, friendship jewelry etc. You
could put them all around a cross and a candle (battery powered) to symbolise the
Holy Spirit as a flame. To begin your Messy Church at home time gather round the worship focus and
say “welcome to Messy Church, we are glad to be here”.

Christians believe that God is Father (creator, beginning & end, God is Son
(Jesus) and God is Holy Spirit – (helper, friend). It’s sometimes a bit difficult
to get your head around – that God is God but also there are 3 parts to God.
It is sometimes explained like an apple – you have core of an apple, flesh of
an apple and skin of an apple – all parts are apple.

Read or listen to the Pentecost story
Read in a Bible how the Holy Spirit came in Acts
2:1-13, or watch this YouTube that explains
how it all fits together. From Saddleback Kids ‘God sends the Holy Spirit’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OMQKy1Mx49M&t=15s
Here is a song to sing and do the actions by David McGregor YouTube link for When the Spirit is
Moving: https://youtu.be/bNFbihV8L-A

Talk about the story: What do you think was special about this story?
Imagine if you were one of the disciples, what you would have done with the flame on
your head?
Why do you think a flame is used to show the Holy Spirit?

Flame Prayers
In these flames write or draw prayers:
thanking God for friends and framily
and also prayers for others, or draw
and cut out
flames
to use.

Paint splatter flames
You will need: drinking straws; runny red, orange
and yellow paint; paper; pens; glitter and glue
(optional) draw a person’s head at the bottom of
the paper. Then put a teaspoon of runny paint
above the head and blow through the straw so
the paint splatters up the paper and makes a
flame shape. Add a dollop of a different colour
and blow again until your wildfire looks very cool.
Add glitter if you want to.

Talk about the first Christians seeing the Holy Spirit of
Jesus come to them as ‘something like flames’ resting
on each other’s heads, and hearing the sound of a
mighty wind in the room where they were praying.
What noise did your breath make as you blew down
the straw? What do you think God’s breath sounds
like?
(Resource Messy Church BRF)

Say the Lord’s Prayer with actions from.
Messy Church with Lucy, Jane and Martin.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tOug
EQpcc_k

Write a letter to you neighbours to let
them know you are thinking of them at
this time. Include a wrapped chocolate or
other treat. Or why not ask them to
morning tea in your yard or local park.

Make a Friendship Bracelet to give to someone special.
There are lots of patterns for friendship bracelets, here is on I like (3 patterns)

PENTECOST FIND A WORD

Messy Church Hospitality
Usually Messy Church finishes with a meal together. You might like to plan a favorite meal that
reminds you of friends (seeing as you can’t share it now – but you could phone them to let them
know you are thinking of them. Or have afternoon tea with a birthday cake with candles on top.
Sing ‘Happy Birthday dear church’.
Grace: Thank you God for giving us food. Thank you God for giving us food. For the food we eat
and the friends we can’t meet, thank you God for giving us food… da,da,di da… Amen (to
Superman song)
Blessing: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ (Hold out your hands as if expecting a present)
And the love of God (Put your hands on your heart)
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit (Hold hands) Amen (raise arms)

