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News around the Presbytery

CONGREGATIONS CELEBRATE A DESTINY TOGETHER
About 200 people from six Congregations gathered at Living Faith UC, Carina Heights, on October
7 to celebrate their commitment to continue on their Destiny Together journey. The service included
prayers for the members of the Implementation Team (some of whom are pictured during the service),
which is now working towards a more detailed proposal for Congregations to consider in 2019, and
three JNCs (The new Presbytery placement – the Southside Collaboration Lead Ministry Agent; and
new ministry agents in short-term placements for Living Faith and St Marks UCs). In addition to
Living Faith and St Marks, Destiny Together includes Yeronga, Holland Park, Wellers Hill &Y
Tarragindi, and (from Moreton Rivers Presbytery) Faith Works UC (Coorparoo and Norman Park).
FAREWELL SERVICE FOR REV. DONA SPENCER
Attenders of the four regular Sunday
services at Southport UC packed into the
church together on Sunday morning,
October 7, to celebrate the ministry of Rev.
Dona Spencer who concluded her
placement on September 30 after seven
years. The service, led by Ps Jon Rulton,
featured a beautifully decorated sanctuary
and foyer – indicative of the artistic gifts
which have flourished under Dona’s
ministry – and a painting which was created
during the service by local artist Sonia
Farrell (pictured).

South Moreton Presbytery Newsletter: 12 September 2018

[Page 2]

JAZZ N BLUES NIGHT
AT ELANORA
Elanora church was turned into a
jazz and blues café for a special
Congregation get-together on
Friday night, October 5.
The auditorium was beautifully
decked out, a two-course
smorgasbord was served and
guests were greeted on to the redcarpet entrance by a formallyattired Rev. Russell and Katie
Knight (pictured).
A local band came together for
the night and played a range of
jazz, blues and rock-n-roll from
the 1950s-70s. The evening was
intended to offer a memorable
time of fellowship and fun for the
Congregation.
The café arrangement stayed in
place for worship with a
difference that Sunday.

RAISING MONEY FOR MISSION
Nerang UC held its first garage sale for some time on Saturday, October 6, raising over $2000.
That same day, Gold Coast Korean UC at Robina held its annual Mission Bazaar with food, market
and children’s entertainment.

Photos show Nerang church in garage sale mode (left), and Rev. Kwang-duk (James) Ko with one of
the street food stalls at the mission bazaar at Robina (right).
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LOGAN GIRLS BRIGADE
SUPPORTS HUMMINGBIRD HOUSE
The Pioneer young leaders of 6th Logan UC
Girls Brigade have dedicated time this year
to making brightly coloured cushions for
Hummingbird House. The girls have created
these cushions in honour of their friend and
fellow student, James Simpson, who would
have celebrated his 16th birthday on October
10. Accepting the cushions on behalf of
Hummingbird House is Rev. Jenny Busch,
UC Chaplain at the Lady Cilento Children’s
Hospital, with (from left) 6th Logan Pioneers
Ashley Nielsen, Kaitlyn Stayte and Chelsea
Lineham. Hummingbird House is a
children’s hospice based at Chermside, an
activity of Wesley Mission Qld.
LEVON ATTENDS NIUEAN, TONGAN NATIONAL CONFERENCES
Niueans, especially young people
came from Sydney, Brisbane and NZ,
gathered at Ramsgate NSW for their
annual UCA National Conference,
September 28-30. This year’s was
organised and led by the youth. The
theme was Living and Thriving in
Christ (Moui & Tupuolaola ia
Keriso). Liuanga Halaifonua Palu led
the Bible study which prepared the
young people to explore and identify
the issues they are facing in life. The
conference ended with a feast and
singing and dancing.
The annual TNC started on October
5 in Katoomba, NSW, where the
temperature was 4°C during the
day! Among those attending were
the Princess of Tonga, Angelika
Lātūfuipeka Halaevalu Mata'aho
Napua-o-kalani Tuku'aho, and the
president of the Free Wesleyan
Church of Tonga, the Rev. Dr.
Finau Paila Ahio. The theme was
Living in Faith Eternally (Nofo ‘I
He Mo’ui Ta’engata). UCA
President, Dr Deidre Palmer, who was to preach at the opening service sent her apologies, but Rev.
Jason Kioa preached using the scripture Deidre had chosen, John 3:1-17. The Tongan Youth had their
separate program but joined the adults during the night for the dancing and skits.
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Nominations now open for Presbytery roles, committees
Elections will be held at the AGM component of the Presbytery meeting on November 10 for the
following roles:
•

Presbytery Chair (up to 3-year term)

•

Chair, Pastoral Relations Committee (up to 3-year term).

•

Chair, Mission Resource Committee (up to 3-year term).

•

2 members, Presbytery Standing Committee (1-year term)

•

Up to 6 members, Pastoral Relations Committee (1-year term)

•

Up to 6 members, Mission Resource Committee (1-year term)

Nominations are now open and will close on Tuesday, November 6.
Nominees must be confirmed members of the Uniting Church within the Presbytery. UCA
Regulations require that a majority of the membership of these committees must be members of the
Presbytery, but nominations are welcomed from people who are not Presbytery members.
Presbytery will strive to maintain a balance of ages, gender and lay/ordained across the membership
of its committees, and it actively encourages this diversity to be reflected among the people
nominating for election. For membership of PRC and MRC, at least two of the elected members must
be lay and two ordained. Standing Committee will seek one lay and one ordained elected member.
Details of nominations received will be included in the meeting documents sent to Presbytery
members on Wednesday, November 7.
Role descriptions, information sheets and nomination forms are available from the Presbytery
Office, or please contact the Presbytery Minister to discuss.
The Standing Committee meets the fourth Tuesday of each month, 5:00-9:00 pm, at the Presbytery
office. It acts on behalf of the Presbytery between Presbytery meetings and has certain delegated
powers. The provision of two elected members is a new provision which will come to the November
meeting for approval among several by-law changes relating to committee membership, but
nominations are being called in anticipation of approval. Chaired by Presbytery Chair.
The Pastoral Relations Committee meets the first Tuesday of each month except January, 5:009:00 pm, at Beenleigh Region UC. Dinner is included. Broadly, its responsibilities relate to oversight
of ministry agents, placements/positions and Congregations, and it has certain delegated powers (see
UCA Regs 3.7.3). The Chair is ex officio on Standing Committee.
The Mission Resource Committee meets the second Tuesday of every second month (February,
April, June, August, October, December), 7:00-9:00 pm, at Beenleigh Region UC. Broadly, its
responsibilities relate to oversight of property and Congregational finances, with certain delegated
powers. The Chair is ex officio on Standing Committee.
Note to Presbytery members:
Standing Committee has approved changes to our existing by-laws relating to membership of Presbytery committees.
These will be recommended to the November 10 meeting for approval, prior to the AGM elections. Details of the proposed
changes will be sent to Presbytery members in the next few days. The only changes to elected positions is the addition of
two for Standing Committee and reductions in the numbers sought for PRC and MRC. If these changes are not endorsed
at the meeting, the elections can still proceed on the basis of the current by-laws and the nominations received.
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Presbytery dates to keep in mind
Saturday, October 20

Children’s Ministry Breakfast, 8:00-11:00 am, Beenleigh Region
UC (32-50 Mt Warren Blvd, Mt Warren Park).

Sunday, October 21

Service of conclusion for Rev. Suzie Castle, 9:00 am, St Marks Mt
Gravatt (cnr Hicks & Springwood Sts).

Tuesday, October 23

Presbytery Standing Committee, 5:00 pm, Presbytery office.

Monday, October 29

Presbytery discussion on Synod governance paper (Synod in
session, Synod Standing Committee, Moderator’s term, etc). 10:0012:00, Cromwell Room, Beenleigh Region UC. Details here.

Wednesday, October 31

Forum: “Let’s Have a Theological Conversation About Marriage,”
Broadwater Rd UC (483 Broadwater Rd, Mansfield), 1:30-4:30.
See details on the flyer.

Tuesday, November 6

Pastoral Relations Committee, 5:00 pm, Beenleigh Region UC

Saturday, November 10

Presbytery meeting including AGM, 9:00-1:00, Beenleigh Region
UC (32-50 Mt Warren Blvd, Mt Warren Park).

The Presbytery 2018 Calendar is available here.

Have your say on Synod meetings, Moderator’s term, etc
How often should Synod meet? What should be the role and membership of Synod Standing
Committee? What about the Moderator’s responsibilities and term of office? Should Synod’s ministry
oversight committees (including Placements and Chaplaincy Commission) be consolidated into one?
Should Synod reference groups be Presbytery-based?
These questions have been put out for Presbyteries, Church Councils and Congregations to consider,
with responses due November 1. This consultation is part of an extended project by the Synod
Standing Committee reviewing the way the Synod as a council of the church exercises its governance
responsibilities. This includes the nature of Synod committees and commissions, the nature of
leadership in the church, the way decisions are made by leaders and the way we communicate and
consult with each other.
Read the consultation paper on Queensland Synod Governance Structures. To provide feedback on
the consultation paper, submit comments online or email the Queensland Synod office.
Presbytery is offering an opportunity for interested people to gather and discuss the issues in this
paper. This will be on Monday, October 29, 10:00-12:00, in the Cromwell Room, downstairs at
Beenleigh Region UC (32-50 Mt Warren Blvd, Mt Warren Park). This is an open invitation. Key
points from the discussion will be noted and conveyed to the Synod. Morning tea will be provided
and the room has limited capacity, so please register your intention to attend online here.
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Congregation allocations – deadline for review requests
Congregation Treasurers will have received a letter from the Presbytery Treasurer proposing their
church’s contribution for 2019 to the Combined Presbyteries Mission Pool (formerly known as the
Mission & Service Fund). Please bring this to your Church Council meeting, and advise the
Presbytery Office (office@southmoreton.org.au) of your acceptance, or if you are seeking a
reconsideration.
As stated in the letter, any requests for a review of the proposed allocation must be received in
time for consideration by Standing Committee on October 23. The Presbytery will be confirming
the figure as your 2019 contribution to the CPMP with Synod Finance and Property after the
Presbytery meeting of 10 November 2018 and it is very difficult to make a change to any contributions
after this date.

Redress cost recoveries – from 1 July 2019
The Synod Standing Committee has determined that payments associated with redress and civil
litigation relating to historical instances of child sexual abuse will be funded through a whole-ofchurch cost recovery scheme. This follows a consultation paper circulated earlier this year.
Congregations and schools will be among the UCA entities paying (retrospectively) a share of the
costs incurred each financial year. The first payments will be confirmed and due in July 2019 based
on total costs for the financial year to 30 June 2019.
A pastoral letter from the Moderator explaining the scheme is online here. And the Synod has
provided an online calculator to indicate an early estimate of likely costs for your entity, using the
contribution formula based on insured property value (building and contents) and total revenue.

Children’s Ministry Network Breakfast
The next Children's Ministry Network Breakfast will be Saturday,
October 20, 8:00-11:00 am, at Beenleigh Region UC. Guest speaker
will be Rev. Alison Cox. For the past two years, Alison has been
developing the ORCA Project with Wesley Mission Qld. This is a
post-school option for young people with disability that includes
training, work experience and, ultimately, employment. It is also an
opportunity to build capacity, enhance lives and find meaningful
connections in the community. Alison has an inspiring story to
tell. We'll also be sharing resources and ideas.
Please share the attached flyer with your team.
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Discoveries Camp is coming up
Discoveries is our Presbytery’s annual camp children in school years
3-7. It will be held on 13-18 January 2019 at Bornhoffen PCYC
Leadership Development Centre, Natural Bridge, on the theme,
“Hotel Discoveries.” Please begin to think about how you might either
encourage children in your networks to participate, or how your
Congregation might sponsor campers to attend (especially from rural
and remote areas).
Registrations are open now. Enquiries: Rev. Beth Nicholls.

► EARLY BIRD REGISTRATIONS FOR DISCOVERIES CLOSE OCTOBER 31!

NYALC 2019 – for young adult leaders
Young adult leaders who want to grow their faith, learn practical leadership skills, connect with others
and shape the church for the next generations have a chance to participate in the UCA National Young
Adult Leaders Conference in Adelaide, 17-20 January 2019. Over the years, NYALC has equipped,
empowered and transformed hundreds of young adults in their faith, discipleship and leadership.
Hosted by UCA President Dr Deidre Palmer, NYALC will be a safe space for you to come as you
are, meet some new people and share your stories, hopes and dreams for the Uniting Church, and
explore what it means to be capable and confident leader in a world embracing diversity and
difference. It will equip you with practical leadership tools and give you the space to immediately put
your new skills into practice. Be in community with young leaders from across the Uniting Church,
including First Peoples and a diversity of cultural backgrounds.
Details are on the NYALC web page.
South Moreton Presbytery will provide sponsorships in cooperation with the Synod for participants
to attend this conference. More information to come, but if you are interested please flag this with
Rev. Beth Nicholls or Ps Levon Kardashian.

Safe Ministry with Children training – volunteers, leaders
SMWC training for leaders and volunteers in Congregations is required every two years.
Congregations often arrange their own training which is also open to people from other churches.
Details of upcoming training dates in South Moreton are:
SOUTH MORETON PRESBYTERY:
•
•
•

Saturday 13 October at Pimpama UC (246 Creek St), 9:00-12:00.
Saturday 20 October St David’s Coopers Plains (68 Orange Grove Rd), 1:00-4:00.
Sunday, November 18 at Bayside Uniting Church (420 Wondall Rd, Manly West), 10:001:00. Refreshments provided. Bring a pen. Resource material provided. Contact: Jeff Natt,
jefnatt@optusnet.com.au, 3396 2186. RSVP Monday, November 12.

Contact Beth Nicholls for further details.
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Code of Ethics, SMWC for ministry agents
There is only one more option for ministry agents to do their annual Code of Ethics training, and two
more for Safe Ministry With Children:
• Both will be offered on Friday, October 26, Chermside-Kedron UC.
See this flyer for details and registrations.
SMWC training alone will be offered on Thursday, November 15, 9:00-11:30 am at Beenleigh
Region UC. To register, please use this link or email Greg, compliance@southmoreton.org.au.

Practical tips for discussions on same gender marriage
The church has a particular responsibility when discussing matters like same gender marriage. Our
discussions and meetings are not driven by the sharing of our pre-formed opinions. Our intention is
always to discern God’s voice. This involves prayer, the sharing of relevant information, and the
sharing of our questions and thoughts with a posture of respectful listening, enquiry and humility
before God and each other.
In the current edition of Journey, the Presbytery Minister, Ps David Busch, offers some practical tips
for these Congregation discussions and meetings. The article is in printed editions now at church,
and online here.

A theological conversation on marriage – October 31
South Moreton Presbytery is hosting
a theological conversation on
marriage, bringing into dialogue two
scholars who hold different views
about same gender marriage. Rev.
Dr Geoff Thompson (formerly of
Trinity College Qld, now at the
Centre for Theology and Ministry in
Melbourne)
and Dr
John
Frederick (of TCQ) will discuss a
range of biblical and theological
themes relevant to their positions on
marriage. Interested people are
welcome to attend and engage in the
conversation with them.
It will be held at Broadwater Road UC, 481 Broadwater Rd, Mansfield, on Wednesday, October 31,
from 1:30 to 4:30 pm. See the flyer here.

Vision Books, which is based at the church office there, will have extended trading that afternoon, so
come early and browse. The event is free, no RSVP is necessary, and light refreshments will be
provided.
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Presbytery Minister’s reflection
Jean Vanier is one of my heroes of the faith. The son of a Canadian diplomat and later GovernorGeneral, Vanier began with a career as a naval officer, then moved into academia as a teacher and
author in philosophy. But his life work emerged when, through a Catholic priest, he became aware of
the plight of people with disabilities who were almost universally permanently institutionalised. A
simple gesture of friendship – inviting two such men into his home in France – began what is now an
international movement, L’Arche (The Ark), operating 147 communities in 35 countries, and on five
continents, including eight communities across Australia. Central to the L’Arche philosophy are
households where people with and without intellectual disability live and work alongside each other
in relationships of mutuality and trust, with each person acknowledging their need and capacity to
give and receive care. I have a particular debt of gratitude to L’Arche for being that place which so
inspired and transformed one of my favourite Christian thinkers and writers, Henri Nouwen.
Recently, to mark his 90th birthday, L’Arche posted a YouTube video in which Vanier, as spiritually
and intellectually sharp as ever, reflected on his life and learnings. It’s called “Jean Vanier’s 10 Rules
for Life to Become More Human,” and it is personal, poignant and prophetic. The video is worth
watching, or you can read a great summary from the UK Catholic journal, The Tablet, but here in
summary are his ‘rules’:
1. Accept the reality of your body.
2. Talk about your emotions and difficulties.
3. Don’t be afraid of not being successful.
4. In a relationship, take the time to ask, ‘How are you?’
5. Stop looking at your phone! Be present.
6. Ask people, ‘What is your story?’
7. Be aware of your own story.
8. Stop prejudice: meet people.
9. Listen to your deepest desire. Listen to it!
10. Remember that you’ll die one day.
The summary hardly does justice to his eloquent, gentle but piercing challenge for us to live deeper
and, consequently, larger lives than we mostly choose for ourselves. Vanier calls us to live from the
core of our being – a core which, with all its light and shadow, beauty and dirt, honour and shame,
strength and vulnerability, still expresses something of the image of God and can find something of
its own healing in deep connection with others.
As I’ve been reflecting on Mental Health Week this week, I’ve been drawn back to these 10 points.
Mental illness is very different from intellectual disability, but strategies for building resilient mental
health also remind us to be more grounded about who we are, accepting our innate frailties and
limitations, and living with gentleness and forgiveness for ourselves and others. The simplicity of
good diet, exercise and sleep; of making time for creative self-expression and nurture; of choosing
people and places that are life-giving, not draining; of keeping perspective; of saying ‘no’ and living
a step and a day at a time. I also find the notion of the slow, patient work of God a useful antidote to
the pace which I often bring to my work on God’s behalf! Be blessed, body, mind and spirit.
David Busch
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Presbytery at prayer
This fortnight, the 2018 Presbytery Prayer Calendar invites us to pray for:
October 14:

Broadwater Road UC

October 21:

Beaudesert-Canungra UC

If your church or activity is on the Prayer Calendar for October 28 or November 4, please email any
specific prayer points for the Newsletter to office@southmoreton.org.au by Tuesday, October 23.
Download the 2018 Presbytery Prayer Calendar here

Phil Day’s cartoon
For high-resolution, signed copies of this cartoon, contact the artist: philday.maggie@gmail.com.
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FROM CONGREGATIONS & AGENCIES
EMAIL DETAILS OF YOUR EVENT TO office@southmoreton.org.au

Village Craft Fair – Mudgeeraba UC
Mudgeeraba UC will be holding their Village Craft Fair on Friday, 19 October, 9:00-4:00 and
Saturday, 20 October, 8:00-2:00, at the church at 89 Franklin Drive, Mudgeeraba. Come along and
enjoy some of the creative talent Mudgeeraba and surrounds has to offer! There’ll be handmade crafts
and quilts, plants, cakes and book stalls, pre-loved art, coffee shop and BBQ. Enjoy a browse through
the Op Shop too. On Saturday there’ll be slot car fun and other activities for the kids.
For bookings and enquiries, please phone 5525 1309.

Youth Mental Health First Aid
These FREE workshops are open for all members of the community who are supporting a loved one
with a mental health concern.
Training will be held at Kyabra Community Association, Kyabra Street, Runcorn. Qld 4113
When: Saturday, November 3 & Saturday, November 10. See flyer here.

Fair Trade Fair – Elanora UC
Elanora UC (17 Applecross Way) is hosting a Fair Trade Fair on Saturday, October 20, 9:00-1:00.
Jewellery, crafts, toys, homewares, bags, tea coffee, chocolate, fashion and much more will be
available, plus a coffee cart and refreshment provided by church members. All goods are fair trade
which means fair prices, wages and conditions for workers in overseas countries. Create a brighter
future for millions in developing countries.
This is a free event. Download a flyer here. Further information: John Martin 0408 115 210,
revj@aapt.net.au

Mental Health Week, October 6-14
This year’s theme for Mental Health Week is “Value mental health.” There are six steps: Be active,
Keep learning, Give, Connect, Take notice and Care. Resources are available to help you celebrate
this important week. Find an event near you. How about organising an event in your congregation?
Here’s a kit to help you.
October 14 is Mental Health Day of Prayer. The Uniting Church in Qld encourages all Congregations
to pray for those experiencing mental health issues, and their families and friends, on that day during
their Sunday services. Another idea might be to organise a special service of prayer, reflection and
encouragement. Liturgy resources are coming soon for this year.
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Inspired Disciples festival – October 22-27
The Synod’s first Inspired Disciples festival runs from 22-27 October. The festival includes a range
of workshops, seminars and lectures exploring different aspects of discipleship. You can register for
one or many of the available options. See the article in the current edition of Journey, or check out
the program and other details at the web site. Enquiries to Emma Holmes.

LAST CHANCE Free pews available – Mansfield
Broadwater Road UC is replacing its church seating
and has available all its existing pews to give away
for free. The pews are padded on the base and
backrest (refer picture). They come in two sizes. In
current usable condition are 45 long pews (2.4m)
and 15 short pews (1.5m). Another 40 or so pews
are in various stages of disrepair. They will need to
collected from the church mid-October, to fit in with
the expected arrival of the new seating.
Contact the church office on 3849 8548 (MonThurs, 9:00-12:00) or office@bruc.org.au.

Coles cookies for a (Wesley Mission Qld) cause
Every 12-pack of Coles cookies
sold in the month of October profits
Hummingbird House by 15 cents.
Also, $2 coupons designed by the
children in Hummingbird House
are for sale at counters and
checkouts raising funds for this
service. Take time to grab your
cookies for a cause, buy the coupons and say thanks to your local Coles staff for their great support
of Hummingbird House. Hummingbird House is a children’s hospice at Chermside, an activity of
Wesley Mission Qld. To find out more, visit http://hummingbirdhouse.org.au/home/
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World Community Day Service, Yeronga
Yeronga UC is hosting this service for its region, at 58 Kadumba St, Yeronga, on Friday, October 26
at 11:00. Rev. Beth Nicholls is the guest preacher. Morning tea to follow. Contact Pam Sur, 3277 8516.
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PRESBYTERY COMMUNICATION
All Presbytery mail should be sent to: PO Box 125, Beenleigh, Qld 4207
Presbytery Office
www.southmoreton.org.au

Presbytery Minister

Mon-Fri, 9:00-2:00

3807 7421

office@southmoreton.org.au

Michele Cochrane
(on leave)

3807 7421

finance@southmoreton.org.au

Greg Seymour (Mon Fri)

3807 7421

compliance@southmoreton.org.au

Ps David Busch

0438 646 559

PresMin@southmoreton.org.au

Generally, David’s day off will be Friday, but he will seek to monitor text messages on his mobile for urgent matters.
Project Officer: Mission

Rev. Beth Nicholls

0407 170 573

mission@southmoreton.org.au

Project Officer: Multicultural

Ps Levon Kardashian

0410 404 542

multicultural@southmoreton.org.au

Acting Presbytery
Chairperson

Rev. Dr Marian
Zaunbrecher

0417 017 704

Chairperson@southmoreton.org.au

Presbytery Treasurer

Dale Ham

0407 730 764

Treasurer@southmoreton.org.au

Presbytery Secretary

Gaye Pitman

0409 893 392

secretary@southmoreton.org.au

Pastoral Relations C’ttee
Chairperson

Rev. Andrew Ross

0408 457 315

PRCChair@southmoreton.org.au

PRC Secretary

Gaye Pitman

0409 893 392

secretary@southmoreton.org.au

Mission Resource C’ttee
Chairperson

Rev. Ross Mackay

0432 681 362

MRCChair@southmoreton.org.au

MRC Admin Support

Greg Seymour

3807 7421

MRCAdmin@southmoreton.org.au

POD Coordinator

Rev. David MacGregor

0414 392 802

POD@southmoreton.org.au

Lay Preacher Coordinator

Neil Ballment

Safe Ministry With Children
Coordinator: Training

Rev. Beth Nicholls

0407 170 573

mission@southmoreton.org.au

Safe Ministry With Children
Coordinator: Administration

Greg Seymour
(Tue, Fri)

3807 7421

compliance@southmoreton.org.au

LayPreachers@southmoreton.org.au
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