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Gold Coast Fijians mark 1st anniversary 

A UNITING Church service for the Gold Coast’s Fijian community reached its 
one-year milestone on August 31. More than 80 people from Brisbane and 
the Gold Coast gathered at Burleigh Heads UC for the afternoon 
celebration. 

Lay leader Semi Tawake began the service last year. The group is linked 
with Brisbane Fijian UC at Annerley and another Fijian UC worshipping 
community which has been based at Ashgrove and Kangaroo Point. 

The photos show (clockwise from left): Rev. Dr Jovili Meo preaching; 
Communion being led by Amini Laveta of the Ashgrove group, Semi 
Tawake, Dr Meo and Malakai Tilagucaguca of Brisbane Fijian UC; a men’s 
dance group performing; service leader Semi Tawake; supper afterwards. 
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Can you help 

our students? 
PEOPLE from non-English speaking 
backgrounds who undertake studies 
for ministry, lay preacher’s or similar 
courses often need help in 
understanding set texts. 

The formal expression of ideas in 
academic or teaching texts can be 
difficult for these students. Having 
someone who can read parts of these 
books with them and discuss the key 
ideas will help them grasp the 
meaning orally. 

Presbytery is keen to identify 
people who may be willing to assist 
such students from time to time in 
this way, as study mentors or guides. 

Some familiarity with biblical or 
theological study would be an 
advantage, but patience, and an 
ability to understand written ideas 
and work with them in spoken basic 
English, would be key. 

If you’re interested, please 
contact David Busch (details on the 
front of this newsletter). 

Reminder of 

marriage discussion 
REV. Dr Chris Walker of the UCA 
Assembly’s doctrine and worship 
working groups, will meet with 
ministry agents and people from 
multicultural congregations, to 
discuss the paper on a theology of 
marriage. 

It will be held at Wesley Kangaroo 
Point UC on Saturday, September 20, 
from 9:00 am to 12:30 pm. 

This is a good month for 

inter-faith engagement 
“INTER-FAITH September” is the UCA 
Assembly’s annual encouragement 
for congregations to embrace the 
breadth of our cultural and religious 
context in Australia. 

It’s an invitation for churches to 
engage in hospitality, friendship and 
conversation with people of all faiths 
in their neighbourhood. 

Resources include study guides for 
the Assembly booklet, Living With the 
Neighbour Who Is Different, and the 
DVD, The Imam and the Pastor, as 
well as lectionary-based worship 

materials, video links, and ideas for 
holding events. 

A particular focus is on the 13th 
anniversary of the “9/11” terrorist 
attacks in the USA, which this year 
falls on a Sunday. The suggested 
worship theme is forgiveness. 

Details are on the Assembly web 
site, along with the 2014 Program 
Guide. 

If it’s too late for your church to 
pick it up this month, put it in your 
calendar for September 2015, or use 
the ideas at another time. 

THE challenges of inter-generational 
Christian education in Australian 
Korean churches was the focus of a 
visit by Rev. Dr Jong Soo Park to 
Calvary Korean UC in August. 

Dr Park is Director of the 
Australian Centre for Migrant Church 
Education, based in Melbourne, and 
he addressed the recent Korean 
National Conference at Southport. 

At Calvary, he preached and gave 
a lecture to the congregation. 

His message was about: 
• how to identify ourselves as 1st 

generation Korean Christians, 
• how to help our children, as 1.5 

and 2nd generations, identify as 
Korean-Australian Christians, 

• how to serve God together 
multi-generationally, 

• how to work together with other 
Uniting Churches and members.  

He concluded his message by 

encouraging parents to teach their 
children with what they already have, 
such as Korean language, traditions 
and food, and to learn from their 
children about Australian culture, 
language, etc. 

He emphasised the importance of 
open communication and positive 
family interactions at home and in 
church.  

After lunch, Dr Park gave a 90-
minute lecture on Christian education 
in a Korean migrant church setting.  

He shared his doctoral research 
and practice, sharing real life stories 
of several 1st and 2nd generations 
people whom he had interviewed.  

For example, one 2nd generation 
girl told him, “I am an Australian-born 
Korean-Australian, so my first 
language is English, but my mother 
tongue is Korean.” 

- Rev. David Won Kim 

Rev. Dr Jong Soo Park addresses Calvary Korean people. 

Educating across generations 
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